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The World's Indigenous Peoples

@ "Indigenous Peoples" has no official definition by the

American reservation in the U.S.with

399,494 1led bers and roughly

173,000 people living within its borders. .
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The Quechua are direct
descendants of the Incas

and other South American
Indigenous peoples, and form

the majority of indigenous o ' 7 New Zealand
people in Peru (83.1%) and A\ 7 775.5K.
Bolivia (45.6%). o . Located mainly in northwestern
" Nigeria and parts of southern Niger, 'P' 5
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8 While Indigenous Peoples comprise
6% of the world's population, their
lands and territories constitute at
] least 28% of the global land surface
’! W including unique ecosystems and

P vital biodiversity.
UN due to diverse identities and histories. Instead,
organizations utilize a modern understanding of traits
including self-identification, historical continuity with

pre-settler societies, distinct systems and culture, and Indigenous Population by Country/Territory
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Here's a look at the latest available population

distribution of the estimated 476 million Besides the Sami of Finland, Sweden and

Indigenous Peoples around the world. Norway, many of Europe's Indigenous Peoples

did not have recent data available, including
the Basques and Crimean Tatars.

China

125.3M

7 nationalities in addition to the
o s Han Chinese majority, who
form 92% of their population.

s : They also constitute the largest
Of Greenland's total f 't E
Inihabitants, BB are the VeI ethnic group in the world.
Gl;een]:ln:d Inuit, nr:;;)]s.:ly » Philippines
referred to as Kalaallit. a
Spread over 27,000 square miles of A 10.2M
Arizona, New Mexico and Utah, the = - Malaysia
Navajo Nation is the largest Native ' 4.7TM

Over 700 ethnic groups in India
are officially recognized as
"Scheduled Tribes" and referred Indon¢

to as Adivasis (literally translates 60.0M
to Indigenous Peoples).

Australia

881.6K

the Hausa constitute the largest
ethnic group in West Africa, with an
955.0K estimated population of 70 million.

Indigenous Peoples, hnumbering about 476 million across more than 90 countries and
speaking over 4,000 languages, play a crucial role in global development and
conservation. They manage or have rights to about a quarter of the world’s land,
much of its biodiversity, and many of its protected areas and forests.

Despite this, Indigenous Peoples face significant challenges. They also endure
widespread discrimination, human rights violations, forced evictions from ancestral
lands, and violence against their defenders. Although they make up only 6.2% of the
global population, they represent 18.2% of those living in extreme poverty.
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How are Indigenous Peoples’ human rights violated?

of globalland-area

is owned, occupied or used

by indigenous peoples Encroaching on their right to self-determination

Many Indigenous Peoples are denied the right to self-
determination, despite having governed themselves for
thousands of years before colonization. Self-determination,
protected by international law and the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, allows peoples to freely choose
their political status and pursue their development.

" minordiBenbe Trespassing on their right to cultural lands

peoples

reprsent thegreter part Ind(iigenous Peoples’ land rights are widely violated, with their
Sy, g lands often taken or exploited without their consent, despite
international protections. This leads to displacement, loss of
vital resources and traditions, and exposes Indigenous land
defenders to violence. As a result, many Indigenous
communities face increased marginalization, poverty, and

threats to their survival.

7000
languages e
875 s e BUNAR s Indigenous Peoples, despite minimal carbon emissions, are
il among the first to suffer climate change’s impacts due to their
close ties to the environment. Climate change threatens their
habitats, food, water, and cultural identity. They are also
disproportionately affected by fossil fuel extraction, often facing
rights violations and lack of proper consultation, as seen with
India’s Adivasi communities impacted by coal mining.

The impact of climate change

Indigenous Peoples play a vital role in combating climate change
through their deep knowledge and sustainable land
management, which helps forests and biodiversity thrive and
. stores vast amounts of carbon. Supporting Indigenous
e communities and preserving their knowledge is crucial for
environmental  protection. However, Indigenous and
environmental defenders face severe risks, especially in the
Americas—the deadliest region for such activists. In 2022, 177
environmental defenders were killed worldwide, with 88% in the
Americas and 34% of victims Indigenous. Despite these dangers,
Indigenous activists persist in protecting 22% of the Earth’s land.
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To build a just and sustainable future, it is essential to recognize and
uphold Indigenous Peoples’ rights, support their leadership, and integrate
their knowledge into global development and conservation efforts.

Empowering Indigenous communities not only safeguards their cultures
and livelihoods but also advances global goals for environmental
resilience, social equity, and human rights.

References: https://www.amnest{.org/en/what—we—do/indigenous—

peoples/, https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/indigenouspeoples



